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The strategic vision for building the capital of the Abbasid Caliphate
Between choice and compulsion, a historical study
peaad) (il pad o jadlae )
Prof AbdulAziz .K. Abbas Al Jassem

Summary of the research:

The sources of Arab Islamic history are rich in information about the cities
and capitals that appeared in the Arab Islamic civilization, and from us what
appeared in the Abbasid era. For political reasons or reasons related to the
person of the Caliph and the nature of his inclinations in choosing the place,
and whether the need became necessary for its upbringing due to the
circumstances surrounding the stages of development and moving from one
city to another. Hence the choice of the title of the research, the strategic
vision, if it is decided to move the capital, and this is not easy. Security of
the Caliph, who referred to him, and what are the reasons? And do not forget
whether they thought of urban planning and not the randomness of the city.
Through this research, we learn about the conditions of the altemative
capital and the relationship between the authority of the caliphate and the
components of the new society between the resident and the one coming
from outside the capital? Is it far from the opposition and opponents of the
rule of the Abbasids? Is it suitable as a model for the residence of the Caliph,
the Minister, the Diwans, the Grand Mosque, and other annexes? And do not
forget the nature and size of the population coming from the old capital to
the new? In addition, we can stand on the historical stages of what the
Caliph left in the former capital, and we can open the door to asking about
the scientific and intellectual life, its cultural conditions, and its links with
the Islamic world after leaving it. The nature of the land, soil, and water on
which the inhabitants of those areas reside can be forgotten or ignored.
Research problem: We can present several questions in this research,
including What are the circumstances that surrounded the selection of the
Caliphs for some cities to be the capital of the Arab Islamic Caliphate? What
are the characteristics of that capital? Did the special requirements for the
new housing lead, and what is the appropriate circumstance, and is it
suitable for coexistence between Muslims and others, and did it last for
many centuries or did some cities leave and for what reason?

Research hypothesis: Was the strategy of choosing the capitals of the
Abbasid Caliphate very carefully, or in appreciation of the political positions
that were imposed on the Caliph, who decided to move to another capital.




The aim of the research: The research aims to identify the reasons that led to
the selection of these historical sites and their taking as the Hashemite
capitals of Kufa, Anbar, Baghdad, Samarra, and Baghdad again as the seat of
the Abbasid Caliphate, which extended for more than six centuries, and what
are the aspects that led to the selection and relocation.
Research Methodology: We followed the descriptive approach in the
research and also relied on the analytical method to compare the historical
conditions that contributed to the transfer of capital from one place to
another, and it can be compared to those circumstances.
Research plan: The research is divided into two sections:
The first topic: The capitals of the Hashemite Caliphate, Kufa - Anbar -
Baghdad - Al-Moutawakel - Samarra - Baghdad again
The second topic: Choice and compulsion to move to the capitals of the
.Abbasid Caliphate
Keywords Abbasid Caliphate - Capital - Caliph - Strategic - Anbar -
Baghdad - Samarra - Samarra.
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