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The role of political thought in the Japanese
Renaissance:Study in Shiga Shigetaka Ideas (1863-1927)

Research Summary

This study tries to shed light on Japanese political thought by getting
acquainted with the views of one of the Japanese thinkers who played a
major role in presenting the visions and ideas that contributed to
enhancing the factors of development and the causes of the Japanese rise
in the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth
century, namely, the Japanese thinker Shiga Shigitaka (1863-1927), who
was considered one of the most important intellectuals of the Meiji and
Taisho periods. The goal is to identify what this thinker contributed to the
modern Japanese renaissance, at the moment when Japan was exposed to
external challenges that threatened its existence and survival as a nation
after concluding unequal agreements with external powers that began
knocking on the doors of Japan at this time and which later led to the rise
of Meiji Revolution, and its initiation into the process of modernizing the
country.

The importance and distinction of Shigitaka deas came from the
accuracy of his analysis and his knowledge of the social, economic,
political and even international problems that have come to confront
Japanese society with the beginnings of his experience in modernization
while providing appropriate solutions to these problems. His worldview
and direct experience in the world through travel and trips is very unigue
to an intellectual in his time, and his recommendations and observations
of what he was seeing in countries that were subjected to colonialism, and
his call to preserve the cultural identity of Japan while remaining in
harmony with the cultures of others still conveys a valuable message not
only For the Japanese in Japan and abroad, but for all who live in today's
globalized society, especially for us Arabs, as we are still waiting for the
moment to rise and move beyond the state in which we have become,
despite the capabilities we have, but we have been unable to exploit them
as others in our East and West did.

Key words: Japan, political thought, economic reform, modernization,
education, cultural identity.
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