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Abstract
Syria witnessed during the period of French mandate (1920 — 1946)

cultural movement in different fields such as education, newspapers and
magazine, presses, cinema and theater, out of it cinema and theater were the

results of French mandate. Others were the result of educated class in Syrian
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society by the aid national governments which established after the establishment
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of constituent association in 1928.

French mandate authorities has practiced along the period of mandate
upon Syria (1920 — 1946) arbitrary policy against any cultural movement aimed at
educating Syrian society and fighting these movements in order to get rid of
Arabian culture and attempting to spread the French culture among chasses of
the society; therefore they fought all kinds and stages of education, from other
side they neglected establishing official schools, issued rules and regulations
limited the liberty of education while they opened and support foreign schools, and
the aim was creation of new educated generation with French culture did not
contradict with its existence and trends in Syria.

French authorities restricted the freedom of press by issuing special laws
and rules restricted press specially daily national newspapers which worked to
develop the national feeling, also the same procedures were adopted against
press, cinema and theater which restricted by arbitrary laws to prevent their to
practice their cultural role in Syrian society.

The French policy during the period of mandate (1920 — 1946) was from
cultural point of view aiming at opposing any Syrian cultural activities, and working
on spreading French language and culture among the Syrian people and connect
them with French culture during the period of mandate.
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