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Abstract
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(The contribution of citizen's journalism in assisting peaceful coexistence in

Iraqg on Facebook website from the perspective of the students of Media
department in the University of Anbar \ college of Arts - as a Model)

The revolution of telecommunication and information technology produced
what is so called digital or new media. Social media is an example of that
which produced citizen journalism or the citizen who is a journalist. Also,
we can name it as streets public journalism or even democratic journalism.
On this basis, any citizen who makes a page on social media can be a
journalist by himself who can post news, information, photos, and videos.
This made him in the position of discussing and publishing the problems of
society and so that assisting the culture of peaceful coexistence in Iraq
especially after what the Iraqgi society witnesses of exceptional
circumstances on 9\4\2003 on various regards. New terms were entering
the community like terrorism , extremism, violence, and sectarian conflicts.

The current study depended on the methodology of surveying data which is
the most important method in description methodology for both surveying
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and analytical types. This aims to collect data and analyze it to get to
scientific results and give recommendations that go side by side with the
aims of the research. This is done by quantitative and qualitative
description for this phenomenon by collecting data by a questionnaire to
classify and analyze it.

Facebook website is where data is taken from being mostly used by young
who are the targeted part of society. The student of Media department in
the college of Arts of the University of Anbar contributed in answering the
guestionnaire. They are 200 students. They are selected due to their
attachment to social media being young and their specialism is media. The
guestionnaire is done according to the aims and advantaged of the study to
get the most important results which are:

- Social media especially Facebook assists citizen journalism due to the
easiness of use and expressing oneself and the vast usage in society.

- Facebook gives any citizen the ability and tools to be a source of news
and an informative platform by themselves.

- Citizen journalism is the same as traditional journalism in influencing
society.

- The culture of peaceful coexistence is built on confessing the existence of
the other and accepting them in the society.

- Assuring not to discriminate among different national, religious, and
doctrinal tendencies of citizen to make justice and equality among people.

- Due to the importance of community peaceful coexistence in the country
development and peace, the researcher recommended to teach the topics
of peaceful coexistence, forgiveness and the ability of communicating in
upper school and universities in order to graduate a generation able to
communicate peacefully and manage diversities in the right way.
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