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The American—-China rivalry in the Arabian Gulf region

Abstract:

This study seeks to understand the nature, type and extent of US-
Chinese rivalry in the Arabian Gulf region. It also shows the region’s
importance in shifting the balance of power between East and West. Arab
Gulf states” awareness of their importance in international strategies
enables them now and, in the future, to manage their relationship with
competing forces based on their economic and security interests. Hence
the importance of the study in understanding the American and Chinese
perceptions of the importance of the region and how there are
international and regional variables and issues that affected this
perception and changed the strategies and ambitions of the United States
and China towards this rivalry. The study seeks to prove the hypothesis
that the intensity and increase of US—China rivalry in the Arabian gulf
region is getting more intense and comprehensive in accordance with the

increasing importance of the region in the international strategy in general.

Therefore, there must be determinants of this rivalry. Understanding
the nature of rivalry leads us to determine the type and extent of it,
especially since the study examines a dominant international power rooted
in the region for over half a century, namely the United States, and an
emerging international power represented in China, which is looking for a
foothold, through which it can delve deeper into the region in accordance
with strategies and initiatives, the most important of which is the Belt and
Road Initiative. It is described as the largest Chinese project in the
twenty—first century and is always compared to the Marshall Plan. As well

as strategic partnership agreements, especially in the field of energy.

Sings of emergence of this rivalry are relatively recent and can be

identified after the events of September 11, 2001. This rivalry was more
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revealed after the global financial crisis in 2008 and it got intensified when
Chinese President “Xi Jinping” announced the Belt and Road Initiative in
2013. China and the United States had to aspire to shape the future of
their interests in the strategic regions of the world, including the Arabian
Gulf region. Therefore, China adopted the concept of "developmental
peace' to enhance its international standing and its influential future
presence in those important regions of the world. This vision intersects
and affects the American concept of "democratic peace" As well as the
position of the United States in the international system and its leadership
of this system in accordance with this concept. Certainly, there will be an
impact on the United States influence in the Arabian Gulf region which
reinforces the hypothesis of exchanging roles between the United States

and China in the region in the future.
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