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Democracy, Vol.8, No. 3, July, 1997, p.22.
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(4) Organization for security and co-operation in Europe, statement on election monitoring in the
federal Republic of Yugoslav in 5 August 1997, available at: http://www.osce.org
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Abstract

ABSTRACT

he importance of international monitoring of elections

increased when democracy became important to the

international community because it is one of the most
important tools of the international community to promote democracy, and
because it is a basic guarantee to achieve free and fair elections.

International election monitoring means a set of procedures carried
out by members of impartial international missions to monitor the conduct
of the electoral process in all its phases, to ensure that it conforms to
international standards for fair elections.

Election observation aims to try to spread democracy in the world,
without directly interfering in the conduct of the electoral process, with the
necessity of its commitment to issue non-binding reports on the evaluation
of the electoral process, in order to improve its level and develop it.

The study dealt with the concept of international control and
everything related to it in terms of its importance, its legal nature, and the
goals it seeks to achieve. The study also dealt with a statement of the most
important procedural aspects of conducting international control.

The study demonstrated the impact of international monitoring of
elections on the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of
countries, and despite the United Nations' emphasis on the principle of non-
interference, at the same time, it participated in monitoring elections in
several countries.

On the other hand, the study sheds light on the gaps caused by
international oversight, which constitute a violation of the principle of non-
interference. Countries may use election monitoring as a pretext to interfere
in the internal affairs of countries in order to achieve their interests and goals,
under the pretext of spreading democracy and protecting human rights.

As for the status of the international observer, the study clarified the
powers granted to the international observer as well as his legal obligations
and the legal system that governs it. The study concluded that international
oversight is one of the international mechanisms to promote democracy and
protect human rights, through fair elections, but it is not in itself evidence of
the democracy of a particular political system.
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