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Abstract

AL- Qaim has gained its current morphological status throughout the
interaction of the successive morphological stages it passed through. It has
benefited from the natural and human characteristics of its location that foreground
functional uses which contributed in serving the people of this city and is affiliated
regions . these uses have identified the morphological character of the city in each
of the morphological stages it passed via the techniques that endowed its
inhabitants the ability to adapt with the existing environmental conditions .

Its was clear that the general morphological shape of the city differed from
stage to another so as to an evidence of the morphological changes it passed
through . these morphological changes helped growth and development in each
stage . one of the parameters of development was the administrative decree that
gave the city the rank of centre of a county then centre of a province carrying its
name. the second parameter was represented by its on boarder location between
Iraq and Syria which helped in the development of its trading and service function
that pushed forward function and construction development suitable to the total of
inhabitants of the city and the needs of the nearby regions . The constructive
development established housing units with different designs building materials and
vertical and horizontal expansions from a stage to another based on the urban and
technical development of the population of the city .

The liner strip from of development on both sides of the two main streets in
the city helped in extending the city into a distance of 7.5Kms depending (since it
foundation )on the chess scheme of the street design which allowed, to an extent,
to make an extension which had a role in depriving remote districts of the public
social service available in the centre of the business city ant the part very close to
the central street.

The city could have deviated from its linear shape should it depended, since its
first morphological stage, on a master plan organizing land uses and encompassing
the railway that represents a restriction on the expansion towards the south.

When the master plan of the city was prepared in 1996, it kept the existing
stage. As a linear city contained between its agricultural background in the north
and the railway in the south and Syrian borders to the west. Since this design was
implement the existing morphological state can be overcome if the a team of
diverged specializations would prepare another design that takes into account the
tribal social condition of the city inhabitants and the land they live on as well as the
available capabilities in the nearby regions providing that the fortune represented
by agricultural lands in the north being (a continuous oil ) should be surrounded by a
green strip that preserves its area which it should not exceed and guarantee for its

inhabitant the space that helps them restore their activities and breath fresh air.
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