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committee, The American Jewish Year Book, Vol.(50), 1948-1949, p.2.
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(2) F.0,492/32872, Mr.Bevin to sir A.kirkbride, Transjordan suggestions for the solution
of the Palestine problem, No.176, 15 october 1948, p.3.
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(2) Miriam Haron, Britan and Israel(1948-1950), Oxford University press, Vol.3, No.2,
1983, p.2.
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(5) F.0,371/120789, Foreign Office to commonwealth Relations Office, N0.1823, 7
November 1956, p.3.
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Novmber 1956 , p.3.
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(2) F.O, 371/120789, British Empassy in karachi to commonwealth Relations Office
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(3) F.O, 371/120789, British Empassy in Jedda to Foreign Office N0.407, 12 November
1956, p.1.
(4) F.O, 371/120789, from commonwealth Relations Office to British Embassy in
karachi, N0.2197, 12 November 1956, p.3.
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19 November 1956, p.2.
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(4) F.O0,371/120789, from Britsh Embassy in Karachi to commonwealth Realtion Office,
Saudi Arabia, N0.195, 26 November 1956, P.2.
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ABSTRACT

The topic of the thesis entitled (Saudi-British relations in the context
of the Arab-Zionist conflict 1932-1956) is among the topics worthy of study,
as the Arab-Zionist conflict played a major role in determining Saudi-British
relations during that period, as the conflict constitutes a turning point in
Saudi-British relations, especially since Britain promised the Arabs the
independence of Palestine and not to work to do anything that would deprive
them of their rights, and on this basis the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hoped
that Britain would fulfill its promises to the Arabs away from the armed
option, and took all political paths with Britain to resolve the Arab-Zionist
conflict.

The Arab-Zionist conflict was the main concern of the Arab and
Islamic countries in the twentieth century, as Saudi Arabia played a
prominent role in the conflict based on Arab-Islamic solidarity and what Al-
Agsa Mosque represented in terms of religious status for the Saudi people
despite the difficult circumstances that the Saudi state faced in the first years
of its establishment and the restrictions imposed on it by Britain, especially
the Jeddah Agreement in 1927. However, after World War |1, Saudi Arabia
sought to transfer the conflict to international forums and demand that
Britain do justice to the Arabs of Palestine and grant them their rights and
prevent the Zionists from empowering them. Saudi Arabia also took a clearer
position after the end of World War Il in the conflict, which led to an impact
on Saudi-British relations during that period, especially after the entry of the
United States of America as a competitor to Britain in Saudi Arabia.

Our choice of the topic of the message came through the national and
religious initiatives and the emphasis on the Saudi connection to the Arab
and Islamic world, as the conflict received the attention of the Saudi
government, which affected the course of its relationship with Britain, which
was seeking to achieve the Zionist goals on the land of Palestine, as Saudi-
British relations witnessed a clear impact from the conflict according to the
political situation that both countries were going through, as we find that
Saudi Arabia at the beginning of the conflict did not show its discontent and
anger at the British government due to its criminal practices against the
Arabs of Palestine, to ensure the continued flow of financial and military aid
to it, as for Britain, it sought not to drag Saudi Arabia into the conflict in
order to remain a strong ally of Britain against any threat to its interests in
the Arabian Gulf, but after World War Il and the recovery of the Saudi
economy, Saudi discontent with British policy towards Palestine became
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clear, and Saudi discontent with Britain is evident in all international forums,
whether conferences Regional and international or in the actual participation
of Saudi Arabia in the conflict through the 1948 war and the tripartite
aggression against Egypt in 1956; this topic has not received sufficient
research, study and analysis in a manner that is consistent with the
importance of Saudi-British relations in the context of the conflict, despite
the existence of some preliminary studies on the Saudi position on the
Palestinian issue or in some studies that dealt with Saudi-British relations,
and given the importance of the topic of Saudi-British relations in the context
of the Arab-Zionist conflict, this is where the importance of our choice of
this study came from and shedding light on the effects that the conflict
produced on relations between Saudi Arabia and Britain.

The importance of the study is evident in describing the period (1932-
1956) as important in the history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, especially
since the beginning of the period represented the steps of King Abdulaziz to
unify the Kingdom of Nejd and Hejaz and its dependencies and called it the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The beginning of the period also represented the
first beginnings of actual relations between Saudi Arabia and Britain, in
addition to the first beginnings of the Arab-Zionist conflict. As for the end
of the period, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia represented, for the first time,
the steps of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to sever its diplomatic relations
with Britain, as well as the ban on the export of oil to it due to its participation
in the aggression against Egypt; therefore, this Saudi decision represented a
historical turning point in the course of relations between the two countries.
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